
Happy 2025! I’m kicking off the year
with exciting updates, starting with
a huge shoutout to Englewood
Elementary! Their Family Literacy
Night was pure magic—so many
students pledged to read 20
minutes daily with their new Rescue
Reader pals! � If your school is
planning a literacy night, let’s make
it unforgettable—email me at
donna@donnaboock.com to bring a
Read Aloud session & Rescue
Readers adoption center to your
event!

Happy 2025                       Friends,

Way better than candy! bòÉ✨

And speaking of exciting things… The Boockstore is OPEN! � Right
now, you can grab the Valentine’s Day classroom card pack, and soon,
you’ll find my books, fun T-shirts for book lovers and Kinventors, and
more! As a special thank you, subscribers get 20% off the Valentines
with code LOVE20 at checkout—but hurry, it expires Feb 1!

See you next month!
Donna B. 

Big news: REACH Guides now drop the last week of each month—packed with
activities for the month ahead! This January issue is all about Valentine’s Day �,
featuring Amelia Bedelia’s First Valentine and a brand-new printable classroom card
pack! Each Moo-La-La-Ti-Da! Valentine includes a QR code for a special read-aloud
video—valid through December 2025 and printable as many times as needed! 

New Year, New Fun—Exciting REACH Updates!

Donna Boock
REACH Editor & Concierge of Children’s Book Fun

Thanks for being part of the REACH family—let’s make this year full of reading,
laughter, and connection! Thanks for being part of the REACH family—let’s make this
year full of reading, laughter, and connection!



Skip the sugar rush—give a story to cherish! 
My Printable Classroom Valentine Printable Pack features adorable 

Moo-La-La-Ti-Da! cards with a QR code to a special read-aloud video kids can
enjoy again and again—through December 2025! 

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

{ A Valentine That Lasts Longer Than Candy! {

www.donnaboock.com/shop

 Print as many as you need—one price, unlimited fun! ✨
$25 Instant DownloadÔ
Subscribers save 20% with code LOVE20! (Expires Feb 1)w

 ❤️Make this Valentine’s Day extra special—grab yours today! ❤️

https://www.donnaboock.com/shop
https://www.donnaboock.com/shop
https://www.donnaboock.com/shop


National Library Lovers Month
African American Read-In

February 1:Take Your Child to the Library Day
February 1-8: Children’s Authors and Illustrators Week (First week of February)
February 5: World Read Aloud Day
February 9: Read in the Bathtub Day
February 9-15: Freelance Writers Appreciation Week (Second week of February)
February 14: International Book-Giving Day | Library Lovers Day | Read to Your Child
Day
February 20: Clean Out Your Bookcase Day
February 26: Tell a Fairy Tale Day

Bookish Days to Celebrate!

Where can you find Donna in February?
February 5 - Celebrating World Read Aloud Day virtually with classrooms! 
Teachers - If you’d like to arrarge a virtual 15-minute Read Aloud session for your
classroom for WRAD, please contact me at donna@donnaboock.com to get on my
calendar while time slots are available. 

February 8 - Sarasota Reading Council’s Mini-Conference 
I’ll be offering a hands-on workshop all about Gamifying Literacy in the K–12 Classroom:
Ready, Set, Play!

Step 1: Bring your love of literacy & your competitive spirit .
Step 2: Explore exciting, classroom-ready games like scavenger hunts, escape
rooms, and trivia challenges designed to get students of all ages hooked on reading.
Step 3: Form teams, unlock your creativity, and design your own fun literacy game
using everyday items—then present your masterpiece to the group.
Step 4: Compete for fabulous prizes as we crown the winning teams! 
Walk away with fresh ideas, ready-to-use strategies, and a toolkit to transform
reading into your students’ favorite activity. Ready to play? Let’s turn reading into
the ultimate classroom adventure! 

https://nationaltoday.com/national-library-lovers-month/
https://nationaltoday.com/african-american-read-in/
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/take-your-child-to-the-library-day/
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/celebrate-children-authors-illustrators
https://www.scholastic.com/worldreadaloudday
https://nationaltoday.com/read-in-the-bathtub-day/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/freelance-writers-appreciation-week-second-week-in-february/
https://nationaltoday.com/international-book-giving-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/library-lovers-day-february/
https://nationaltoday.com/read-to-your-child-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/read-to-your-child-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/clean-out-your-bookcase-day/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-tell-a-fairy-tale-day-february-26
mailto:donna@donnaboock.com
https://www.facebook.com/SarasotaReadingCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/SarasotaReadingCouncil


Amelia Bedelia's First Valentine
by Herman Parish (Author), Lynne Avril (Illustrator)

The second book in the nationally bestselling series about the childhood of
America's favorite literal-minded housekeeper. School is always exciting for
Amelia Bedelia, and getting her first Valentine's Day card may be the most

exciting surprise of all. But what will she do when she forgets her valentines for
her classmates on the bus? 

Luckily, Amelia Bedelia is resourceful, and she doesn't break any hearts.
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 Suggested for ages 3-9 

This Month’s Featured Book:

Click Here to watch a video Read Aloud
of Amelia Bedelia’s First Valentine read

by Happy Cultivated on YouTube. 

Pro Tip: Pause the video as needed to us
discussion questions and have dialogue. 

https://www.amazon.com/Amelia-Bedelias-Valentine-Herman-Parish/dp/0061544604/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3W3YNWJ96ZJVE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xro7KoFOd-KQcFZIO1lKpPlpWmtWuoyj_OjqZxl0flN_uVHajPEg4cXl-n61zrvfbDRepVFyU7wNGcLJroA2wox6d59twVUtF16In1tAndCSCDHaza-RY1Ko29XnE3oBAsdCHm4HdjLwBQb7_1nO0XQpEeyANs8tBDSgr9kNGVJTB6dW4Vt_nRFXOY7ujxqhXIrYZhyeX3wpntOzN7NwoIyGERuSn1MmjvROVDyTKZ4.Av9BDR56dhH1GFsC0b-AT2PXU55h1h9YskCBiNWDW9E&dib_tag=se&keywords=amelia+bedelia+first+valentine&qid=1737401396&sprefix=amelia+bedelia+first+valentine%2Caps%2C433&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Herman-Parish/e/B001IOFD18/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Lynne+Avril&text=Lynne+Avril&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYdQLF-Bdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYdQLF-Bdw


If you could give a Valentine to someone special in your life, what would it say, and

why?

1.

Amelia Bedelia is always trying her best to understand new things. Have you ever

learned something new and felt a little confused but kept trying? Tell us about a

time when you learned something new or tricky.

2.

What are some different ways we can show kindness to people, just like Amelia

Bedelia tried to do?

3.

What was the funniest moment in the book for you, and why did it make you laugh?4.

If you were to plan the perfect Valentine’s Day party, what would it look like? What

games or activities would you have for your friends?

5.

Amelia Bedelia's First Valentine
Discussion Questions for REACH Partners

Discussion Questions for Classroom Teachers & Librarians

How do you think Amelia Bedelia feels when she misunderstands things about

Valentine's Day? Can you think of a time when you misunderstood something, and

what did you learn from it?

1.

What does friendship mean to Amelia Bedelia in the story? How can we show our

friends that we care?

2.

Amelia Bedelia tries to give the best Valentine’s Day cards. Why do you think it’s

important to give kind words or notes to others? Can you remember a time

someone gave you a special card or note?

3.

What’s your favorite part of Valentine's Day? How do you like to celebrate it with

your friends or family?

4.

Why do you think Amelia Bedelia was so surprised by all the ways people

celebrated Valentine’s Day? How do we show love in our own family traditions?

5.



Let’s Sing Together!

(Tune: "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star"

Love is like a Valentine,
Sweet and simple, pure and kind.

You are in my heart today,
Sending love in every way.
Here’s a hug, a smile too,

Sending lots of love to you!

Love is Like a Valentine

Love Grows - Sing & Sign
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a heartfelt song and sign language tutorial! 

Watch Love Grows and learn how to sign along while spreading love with every word.
This YouTube link is brought to you by www.mymissnina.com.

https://youtu.be/nF4u6ukFX7Y?si=s88E6oS265o8VJxr
https://youtu.be/nF4u6ukFX7Y?si=s88E6oS265o8VJxr
https://youtu.be/nF4u6ukFX7Y?si=s88E6oS265o8VJxr
https://youtu.be/nF4u6ukFX7Y?si=s88E6oS265o8VJxr
http://www.mymissnina.com/


GamesGames



AMELIA BEDELIA CRAFT IDEAS
Check out these printable craft resources from www.ameliabedeliabooks.com. 

www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/activities/make-your-own-amelia-bedelia-bookmark

www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/assets/AmeliaBedeliaMakeYourOwnValentine.pdf

https://www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/
https://www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/
https://www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/activities/make-your-own-amelia-bedelia-bookmark
https://www.ameliabedeliabooks.com/activities/valentine-activity



